


• NC levels do not reflect the expectations of 

the new curriculum  

• on going teacher assessment is a crucial part 

of effective teaching

• individual schools have the freedom to decide 

how they should assess and track children

• accountability is key to a successful school, so 

assessment systems must be robust, fair and 

transparent 



• focus on Year Group Expectations

• for each subject it is clearly outlined what has to be met in order 

for a learner to be ‘meeting’ the expected standard for their year 

group.
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If these are not 

met then they 

are ‘beginning’

If these are met then 

consider ‘more able 

mastering’ statements



The statements for the expectations have been carefully constructed by looking at the objectives for each subject 

in each year within the National Curriculum.

When it comes to considering the ‘secure’ statements, many aspects have been brought together. They are not just 

drawn from the next year group’s expectations. In essence, there are four main considerations. These are outlined 

below:

Applying skills in the 

context of history, 

geography and 

science

In this respect, we are looking for the pupils’ ability to apply their knowledge in their 

learning in other subjects, especially, but not exclusively, history, geography and science.

For example, using pupils’ knowledge of negative numbers to work out the time difference 

between a BC and a AD date.

A deeper level of 

reasoning

The ‘more able mastering’ statements require pupils to use their reasoning skills. This 

enables pupils to give reasons for opinions and actions, to draw inference and make 

deductions, to use precise language to explain their thinking and to make sound 

judgements and informed decisions.

Using the objectives 

in context

Pupils should be able to make use of their knowledge when applying it to their context. For 

example, considering the literacy or mathematics involved in their parents’ employment. 

If, for example, one parent was a postman, the mathematics required in Year 1 would be 

associated with ordering number but in Year 2 it might be associated with different 

weights of parcels, etc.

Drawing from next 

year’s objectives

Some of the ‘more able mastering’ statements will touch upon the objectives in the next 

year group. Where this is happening it is where there is a natural link with the present year 

group’s objectives, for example, learning tables. More able pupils should find it interesting 

learning in the patterns associated with the nine times table in Year 3.



• the expectation is that the majority of children will start 

year at the beginning stage

• if children have made good progress they will  end the 

year being secure against the expectations

• the evidence of this progress will be found in their 

books and their individual progress checkers



• assessment will be continuous, therefore there will no longer 

be set assessment weeks

• Children will be continuously assessed to see if they are 

working at beginning, developing, secure or more able 

mastering against the end of year expectations 

• At the end of the year we will formally report to you if your 

child is working at beginning, developing, secure or more 

able mastering against the end of year expectations 

• As the parent we welcome your input and discussion about 

where you feel your child is working and their next steps. This 

can been done through discussion with class teachers or 

notes written in homework books/reading journals 



• familiarise yourself with the end of year group 

expectations for your child

• share and discuss these expectations with your children

• Discuss with your child and school staff (parents 

evening or make an appointment) how they can meet 

these expectations 


